
F or the first time since 2014, the United States Postal 
Service Board of Governors has in place enough 
members for a quorum. New members just approved 

by the U.S. Senate include John M. Barger, who is listed 
as an investor and frequent director serving on corporate 
boards; Ronald A. Bloom, a former investment banker, nego-
tiator for the Steelworkers Union, and advisor to the Obama 
Administration on restructuring the auto industry and 
revising manufacturing policy; and Roman Martinez, IV, 
an investment banker and director serving on several cor-
porate and non-profit boards. These three new members 
now join Robert M. Duncan and David C. Williams, as well 
Postmaster General Megan Brennan and Deputy PMG and 
Chief Government Relations Officer Ronald Stroman, as 
Governors on the Board.

The USPS Board of Governors approves compensation for 
USPS officers, authorizes capital projects and investments 
that exceed $25 million, and develops new service standards. 
Although the BOG now has a quorum, and can operate nor-
mally, the BOG still has not had its full complement of 11 
members in place since 2010.

POSTAL REGULTORY COMMISSION
On August 1, 2019, the full U.S. Senate approved two new 
members of the Postal Regulatory Commission. The new 
members are Ann Fisher and Ashley Poling.

Fisher has worked the last 11 years as the Postal Regulatory 
Commission’s Director of Public Affairs and Government 
Relations. Prior to that, she worked on Capitol Hill as a 
staffer on the Senate’s Committee on Homeland Security and 
Government Affairs. Poling holds a law degree from Elon 
University. She has served as an advisor to three Democratic 
Senators on Capitol Hill dealing with postal reform and fed-
eral workforce issues. 

Both Commissioners were appointed to 6 year terms 
that will end in 2024. The PRC Commission was originally 
enacted as the Postal Rate Commission as part of the 1970 
Postal Reorganization Act signed by President Nixon, and 
then was subsequently renamed as the Postal Regulatory 
Commission to reflect its enlarged authority under the 
2006 Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act. The 

Commission works as an independent regulatory agency that 
has oversight over the USPS.

NPMHU FIGHTS TO KEEP USPS  
IN UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION
President Hogrogian and his counterparts from the other 
postal unions (APWU, NALC, and NRLCA) sent a letter 
to all 435 members of the U.S. House of Representatives 
opposing a threat issued by the Trump Administration to 
leave the Universal Postal Union. The UPU is a specialized 
agency of the United Nations which has been in place since 
1874, and just celebrated its 145th anniversary. On that anni-
versary, the UPU issued a statement saying that “[w]ith out 
the 1874 treaty signed by 22 nations and the 170 other 
members who followed, we would not have today’s postal 
network. A network spanning hundreds of thousands of 
post offices, employing millions of staff and delivering 
billions of letter mail.” 

That network of 192 countries allows all their citizens and 
businesses the ability to mail letters and packages from coun-
try to country at affordable rates. President Hogrogian and 
the other labor leaders argued that leaving the UPU made no 
sense, for upon leaving the United States would be forced to 
negotiate separate deals with the other 191 member countries. 
The letter to the House of Representatives also noted that the 
USPS earned a surplus of over $600 million through this UPU 
agreement in 2018.

Fortunately, the Trump administration listened not only 
to Members of the House, but also to the concerns of an 
International Mailers Advisory Group, and recently agreed on 
September 25, 2019 to continue as a UPU member with certain 
additional language to be finalized within five years. 

POLITICS 2020
U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
On November 3, 2020 voters will go to the polls and either 
reelect President Trump or elect our Nation’s 46th President 
of the United States.

In an unusual move, a sitting President (Trump) is 
being challenged within his own political party by former 
Congressmen Mark Sanford of South Carolina and Joe Walsh 
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of Illinois, as well as by former Massachusetts Governor 
William Weld. The Democratic field has been reduced from 
the initial 27 major candidates who started election campaign, 
and will continue to dwindle as the start of the 2020 caucuses 
and primaries draws near.

U.S. SENATE
Thirty-four members of the U.S. Senate will be up for reelec-
tion on November 3, 2020. This includes 22 Republicans 
and 12 Democrats. So far, four members of the Senate have 
announced they are not running for reelection: Republican 
Senators Pat Roberts, KS; Senator Mike Enzi, WY; and Senator 
Lamar Alexander, TN, and Democrat Tom Udall, NM.

U.S. HOUSE 
All 435 members of the House of Representatives are up for 
reelection on November 3, 2020, as they are every two years. 
As this magazine goes to print, already 13 Republicans and 3 
Democrats have announced they have decided not to seek 
another term.

Please make sure you participate in the 2020 election cycle. 
If you don’t vote, your voice will not be heard and your opin-
ion will not count. If you or your family members are not 
registered, check with your Secretary of State’s office or your 
Local Union on how to register.

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
In the beginning of next year, I’ll be retiring from my position 
as Director of Legislative and Political Affairs. As the Irish 
Rock Band Drop Kick Murphy’s would say, I’ll be shipping up 
to Boston!! I have had the pleasure to work with the last three 
National Presidents, all very unique and all very talented. 
My wife Karen and I met so many nice people over the last 
30 plus years, the last 13 in Washington, DC. Many we hope 
will be friends for life. I am grateful to all the officers and 
members of the Mail Handlers Union family who have been 
so kind to me, as I’ve done my best to inform them about hap-
penings on Capitol Hill! I will personally miss the NPMHU 
Staff, who are second to none. I am not fully retiring, but just 
moving onto a new phase in my life. Thank you. Bob.

NPMHU PACkie Awards
PACkie awards are accolades of recognition highlighting a Local’s commitment to the success of the  
NPMHU Political Action Committee. The winners exemplify excellence amongst our NPMHU locals.

MOST IMPROVED LOCAL

(L–R) Local 300 Treasurer Wilfredo Delgado, Local 300 Branch President New York 
City Irene Delgado, Local 300 SEBM Lucy Lombardo, Local 300 President Kevin 
Tabarus, National President Paul Hogrogian, Local 300 Vice President M. Yvette 
Johnson, Legislative and Political Director Bob Losi, Local 300 Recording Secretary 
Ray Bermudez, Local 300 Connecticut SEBM Don Utz.

LOCALS WITH 1500 OR MORE AND PACKIE AMBASSADOR AWARD

(L–R) Legislative and Political Director Bob Losi, National President Emeritus  
John F. Hagerty, National President Paul Hogrogian, Local 301 President  
Dan St, Marie, Local 301 Vice President Sean Sweeney.

LOCALS WITH 500-1499 MEMBERS

(L–R) Local 316 SEBM Shawn Bezella, National President Paul Hogrogian,  
Western Region Vice President and Local 316 President Don Sneesby,  
Legislative and Political Director Bob Losi.

LOCALS WITH 1-499 MEMBERS

(L–R) National President Paul Hogrogian, Local 333 President Randy Krueger, 
Legislative and Political Director Bob Losi
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